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From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

{The following letters are extracted from the 

* Monthly Repository,” an European publication. 

As we are anxious to preserve every thing which 

throws light upon the history of Mr. Winchester, 

we give them to our readers, 

Paternoster- Row, Spitalfields, Jan. 10, 1823. 

Sir—Some particulars have lately come into my 
possession relative to the mtercourse between the 
late Dr. Priestley and the Parson Elhanan Winches- 
ter in America, and I beg leave to offer them as de- 
serving to be recorded in the Monthly Repository. 
In conversation with a respected friend, I remarked 
that I was informed from undoubted authority, that 
the late Mr. Winchester, the Universalist, though a 
Trinitarian, was a most liberal Christian, and pos- 
sessed a truly Catholic spirit, which he evinced 
by his friendly conduct tewards Dr. Priestley in 
America, after the Dr. had been expelled from his 
native land, by those whose intolerant spirit could 
not bear the freedom and energy with which that 
great man advocated the cause of truth and unal- 
loyed Christianity. Wishing to possess a correct 
statement of the particulars, I requested my sister, 
who resided at that time in Philadelphia, to furnish 
me with any that fell within her knowledge, which 
she kindly and readily did in a letter from which 
I bave made the followimg extracts, and which 
places both of those eminent characters in an esti- 
SAML. HART. 


Exeter, Dec. 10, 1822. 


mable light. 


Pear Brother, 

It is now near five and twenty years since I was 
in America, having sailed therefrom for England 
in the spring of 1798, and in the lapse of a quarter 
of a century many circumstances have faded from 
my mind: at your request, however, [ will with 
cheerfulness endeavour to call back to remembrance 
the occurrences of those long-departed days. It is 


ever a pleasure to me to reflect on the character of 


the late Mr. Winchester, in which was combined 
uniformity of Christian conduct and deportment 
with great urbanity and benevolence of heart; and 
what renders his memory peculiarly estimable to 
me, was that artlessness of manners, singularly his 
own, and an unaffected liberality which he mani- 
fested towards Dr. Priestley the first winter the 
Doctor came down to Philadelphia to preach, and 
for which I was quite unprepared. 

I believe that Dr. Priestley’s and Mr. Winches- 
ter’s being first made known to each other arose 
from the following circumstance: when the Doctor 
was coming to Philadelphia, in the autumn of 1795 
or 6, I think, to deliver his first course of Lectures, 





(afterwards printed,) the Unitarians of Philadelphia, 
who were lately from England, set on foot and con- 
cluded a negociation with the Universalists for the 
use, on Sunday forenoons, of a place of worship 
then building by them in Lombard-street, wherein 
Dr. Priestley might preach. 

The four walls were raised and the roof on, but 
the internal fittings up had not been commenced: 
however our friends made an advance of some hun- 
dreds of dollars, and employed great activity and 
energy, so that very soon the house was completely 
benched and a pulpit erected, and though not quite 
finished, it was opened for divine service. The 
congregations that attended were so numerous that 
the house could not contain them, so that as many 
were obliged to stand as sit, and even the door- 
ways were crowded with people. Mr. Vice-Presi- 
dent Adams was among the regular attendants, and 
to the best of my recollection, Mr. Winchester was 
never absent, and he constantly gave out the hymns 
when that excellent man Dr. Priestley did not read 
them himself. 

On the floor, directly in front of the pulpit, and 
close to it, was placed along seat, with back and 
arms, and a table before it: on this seat which was 
generally occupied by elderly nen, members of the 
Universalist society, Mr. Winchester would take 
his place, unless he went into the pulpit with the 
Doctor, it being large enough to hold several: this 
I need not say was a strong mark of friendly-heart- 
edness and liberality, and, in fact, gave umbrage, 
together with his acting as the Doctor’s clerk, to 
some of hisown people, many of whom were Anti- 
nomians. Well, thus did Mr. Winchester use to 
sit, placing himself so as to have the eye constantly 
directed to the preacher, the attention riveted to 
the subject, and a face beaming with heavenly love. 

At the close of the discourse, Dr. Priestley gave 
notice that on the Sunday following, he intended to 
preach directly on the person of Qhrist, explaining 
the Unitarian’s view of the subject, and that the 
Lord’s Supper would be celebrated at the conclu- 
sion of that service: this intimation produced a 
sensation indeed, among the Philadelphians; they 
were puzzled, not being able to conceive what Uni- 
tarians or Deists, as they termed them, had to do 
with it. One exclaims with surprise, They receive 
the Lord’s Supper! Another, What have they to do 
with Christ? Whilst others asserted, They do not 
believe in Christ, they are Deists. The idea was, 
that an Unitarian and a Deist meant, on the whole, 
the same thing: so concluding the former to belong 
as little to Christ as the latter, it naturally enough 
followed, in their way of reasoning, that Unitarians 
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not being Christians, itwas truly absurd for them 
to commemorate the death of Christ by receiving 
the Lord’s Supper: however, the Unitarians were 
glad to assemble round the table of their Lord, es- 
pecially with such a ministering servant of their 
profession ; and I greatly mistake if Mr. Winches- 
ter did not give an indisputable and unambiguous 
testimony of Christian love and forbearance in par- 
taking with them; unhappily too, as by so doing he 
increased the offence before given to some of his 
more rigid adherents in his friendly demeanour to 
Dr. Priestley. Afternoons and evenings Mr, Win- 
chester resumed his ministerial labours in his own 
pulpit, and afternoons Dr. Priestley was as attentive 

a hearer as in the morning he had been an excel- 

lent speaker. 

On the same day that Dr. Priestley gave out his 
next Sunday’s subject to be Unitarianism ; after 
their own service it was notified that Mr. Winches- 
ter would, by desire, on that evening, defend the 
doctrine of the Trinity. He did preach about it to 
the dissatisfaction of many of his friends, and many 
more thought he had been peculiarly unhappy that 
evening in wielding the weapons of Trinitarianism. 
His general preaching was on the love of God, ear- 
nestly endeavouring to persuade men to obedience 
to the laws of their Heavenly Father, on account of 
his great love and goodness to them. He himself 
appeared to be deeply imbued with the principle of 
gratitude: he was very fond of psalmody, and used 
to delight in pacing his room for a long time toge- 
ther, singing the following hymn: 

This God is the God we adore, 

Our faithful unchangeable friend ; 
Whose love is as great as his power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 
"Tis He is the first and the last, 

Whose hand shall conduct us safe home; 

| We'll praise him for all that is past, 
And trust him for all that’s to come 
Your affectionate Sister, 
SARAH HART. 
——— 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

-4n illustration of the general, and great advantages 
of believing in the doctrine of the universal, and 
eternal happiness of the souls of all the human 
family. 

The heart of benevolence, the tongue of eloquence, 
the pen of genius, the diction of deep research, and 
profound wisdam, have been employed to illustrate 
and recommend the divine, and consolatory doctrine 
of the salvation of the whole of human souls, upon 
arguments drawn from an exposition of the christian 
Scriptures, and no doubt but what an appropriate 
effect has been produced. I do not, however, recol- 
lect ever to have seen any arguments advanced in 
support of this doctrine, educed from a considera- 
tion of the great and general advantages to be de- 
rived to man from its belief. Yet, to use the lan- 
guage of Addison, while treating of the immortality 
of the soul, I consider the belief and establishment 
of this precious doctrine, “the basis of morality, 
and the source of all the pleasing hopes, and secret 
joys, that can arise in the heart of a reasonable crea- 


ture.” Indeed, the belief of the immortality of the 
soul, does not afford much ground for comfort, un- 
less it is associated with that of the certain salvation 
of this immortal soul; but is the souree of much 
Sear and misery to most people, and it causes many 
to wish for, and often to believe in, the doctrine of 
annihilation ; and others in that of materialism. I, 
therefore, with the most religious solicitude, and a 
warm wish to do my fellow-creatures good, invite 
attention to the following remarks, which I make 
with the purest love to them. For, homo sum et 
humani a me nil alienum futo. Tam a man, and 
nothing which relates to man can be foreign to my 
bosom. 

If any who may read these arguments, whicn I 
have written in support of the heavenly doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, drawn from the great advan- 
tages of believing it, shall receive as much pleasure 
therefrom, as I did while writing them, I shall be 
more than rewarded. 

The foundations of the several arguments I use, 
to support my assumption of this divine and con 
solatory doctrine, are the following : 

1. The reasonableness of the doctrine, drawn 
from a consideration of the goodness, wisdom, and 
power of God. 

2. The piety of the doctrine. 

3. The cogeniality of the doctrine to the best 
feelings of the soul. 

4. The religious and moral advantages of such @ 
belief. 

5. The civil advantages of the doctrine. 

First. Of the reasonableness of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. What the light of the sun is 
to the eves, and the eyes are to the understanding 
of man in a natural point of view, the divine serip- 
ture is to the understanding, and the understanding 
to reason. When the eyes discern objects plainly, 
they present them to the understanding im their true 
colours, shapes, and qualities, and they are disposed 
of accordingly. So when the understanding can 
discover moral objects plainly, it presents them to 
the reason in their true features and qualities, and 
reason will approve or disapprove of them accord- 
ing to the truth or falsity, or the agreeableness or 
disagreeableness of the view. Now the subject 
of moral information, under present review, is, 
whether it is true or not true, that God Almighty 
will make all human souls eternally happy in the 
next state of existence. The ground of argument 
assumed, is, that he will. It will be granted by all 
persons of common understanding, that all the in- 
formation man has, either of God, or his will re- 
specting the human family, is derived from the 
divine scripture which he has communicated, and 
that they have no other way of understanding it but 
by the exercise of their reason—no information 
would be of the least use to man without reason. 
The understanding then being the eye of the soul, 
by the light of the scripture it discovers an object, 
the salvation of all souls, and it presents to reason, 
“ God our Saviour,” all good, and reason informs, 
that a being who is all good will consult and se- 
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brought into existence, if he can. The understand- 
ing represents to reason, the divine being all-wise, 
and reason informs, that an all-wise being can de- 
vise a way to save all souls, in accordance with the 
dictates of his goodness. ‘The understanding pre- 
sents God all-powerful, and reason informs that an 
all-powerful being can execute any work that his 
goodness suggested and his wisdom devised. There- 
fore, the analogical conclusion of this reason, is, 
that all souls will be made eternally happy in their 
next, or a future state of existence. 

To justify this conclusion, the understanding re- 
fers to the information whici the divine scriptures 
furnish of the guodness of God in the formation, 
and preservation of man, and the bestowment of 
mental snd corporeal comforts, in the display of the 
interposition of Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, and 
promise of great glory in the next state of being. 
Of his power in the formation of the universe of 
celestial and terrestrial worlds, and of his wisdom, 
in the arrangement and harmonious movement of 
all objects animate and inanimate. When the un- 
derstanding presents to the reason the truth as re- 
corded on the face of its sun, the scripture, that 
‘God will have all men to be saved,” reason in- 
forms, that the will of an mighty Being shall be 
accomnplished—that it is logically true, that a cause 
will produce an appropriate «ffect—that the cause, 
which is the will of an all-powerful God, must pro- 
duce its effect, as certain as fire will consume—and 
the effect to be produced is the eternal happiness of 
all souls. 

Secondly. Of the piety of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ said, while on earth, that, “ This is life eter- 
nal, that they [the people] should know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ; and every 
man will acknowledge, that the phrase life, which 
occurs in the New Testament, when it applies to the 
soul, means happiness, while associated with the 
body or outof it. The true meaning, then, is to 
know God aright, is to be happy. It is evident, 
however, that none can be happy unless they love 
God, neither in this life nor in the life to come, 
and it is equally evideot, that none can love him, 
unless he is revealed to them as a God of love, and 
Sully believe that be loves them, and not only thei, 
but all their fellow-creatures aiso. 

If this is true reasoning, it is easy to be seen that 
the belief of the doctrine of universal love, and the 
Universal Salvation of all souls, has a tendency to 
create and promote, in the souls of all such be- 
lievers, true piety, or love to God; while the con- 
trary doctrine of a partial salvation, o1 an uucer- 
tain one, has a tendency to obscure the true, and 
interesting character of God, and to make men 
have unhappy feelings, and hard thoughts of him, 
and to bury their talents in the earth. 

Thirdly. Of the congeniality of the belief of 
the doctrine of the Salvation of all Men, with 
the best feelings of the soul. The best feelings 
of the soul of man are benevuience and humant- 
ty, and these feelings are approved of by God 
himself, who has enjoined on man their cultivation 


as being calculated to promote individual, and pub- 
lic happiness. Now by a reference to the dictates 
of the benevolence of the soul it will be found, that 
nothing less than the eternal happiness of all souls 
will satisfy it; such is the extent of its affectionate 
embrace. And also if we refer to the dictates of 
humanily, we will discover that the present, and 
eternal happiness of all our fellow-creatures are 
wished for, as well of the unworthy as those of the 
worthy and deserving. 

Perhaps there are no persons on earth, who would 
not make every one of their fellow-creatures com- 
pletely happy if they had the power soto do; such 
would be the result of the small remains of that 
Divine benevolence which dwells in the human 
soul. Nor is there perhaps on earth, one person 
among the most depraved, turbulent and vindictive, 
who could, or would allow any of their fellow-crea- 
tures to suiler greally, and eternally, on their own 
account il they could prevent it, though the sufferer 
might be their enemy, but they would hold out the 
hand of forgiveness and help; such would be the 
result of the finest and best feelings of the soul, of 
humanity, of merey. If then the worst of men could 
not withstand the Divine influence of humanity, in 
reference to the sufferings of an enemy, surely the 
best could not witness unmoved, and without pity, 
the efernal sufferings of their triends, of their child- 
ren! Now God is not only better than the best of 
men, but he is benevolence and mercy, abstractly 
considered. “ God is love ;” and the souls of the 
whole human family are his children. Hence we 
see that the doctrine of the salvation of all souls is 
congenial with the dictates of benevolence and hu- 
manity, and that the contrary doctrine of the eternal 
miseiy of some, is repugnant to both of those best 
of feelings of the soul, those relics of its divinity, 
and in the exercise of which only, man can imitate 
his holy Parent. 

Fourthly. Of the moral and religious advantages 
of the belief of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
Whatever doctrine represents God in the most ami- 
able and loving character, will have the greatest 
tendency to cause man to love; and of course to 
imitate him; hence the divine Scriptures are full 
of representations of the Divine benevolence for the 
iipitation of man. Now whatever causes man to 
love God, will cause him to love his brother aslo, 
his fellow mau. The scripture says “ How can we 
love God whom we have not seen, if we do not love 
our brother whom we bave seen 2” Implying, that 
if we do love God, we will of couse jove our brother. 
From hence it is evident, whatever doctrine pro- 
duces in man the most love to God, will produce 
the most to man, of course, the most attention to 
those moral and religious duties which man owes 
to man. 

If the doctrine of universal salvation, represents 
God to be good to all mankind, those who love him 
will imitate him in the exercise of goodness to all. 
If the doctrine of universal salvation represents 
God to be merciful to all mankind, those who love 
him, will imitate him in the exercise of mercy to 
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mankind, (not udjust in saving some, and damning 
others,) those who love him will imitate him in the 
exercise of justice to all. The exercise of univer- 
sal morality that springs from the principle of love 


to God and man, comprehends the whole duties of 


religion, so that the doctrine of the salvation of ali 
souls, has a tendency to promote morality and re- 
ligion. It will prevent men from doing harm, and 
induce them to do good. The contrary doctrine, 
however, of a partial, or uncertain salvation of men, 
has the effect to produce immorality and crime. 
Almost every person who is an enemy to any ane, 
whom he intends to harm, is willing to believe, and 
generally does believe that God takes side with 
them, and is the enemy of the intended victim. 
Therefore, they feel the more willing to do an in- 
jury, and in many cases conceit that they are doing 
God service, while injuring their fellow men. Sach, 
therefore, act towards their brethren contrary to 
goodness, to mercy and justice, calculating that the 
injured brother will be sent to hell; while they will 
get to heaven, and see each other no more. 
all mankind fully believe that all their fellow-crea- 
tures were equally interested in the love of God, in 
his goodness, mercy, and justice, and would most 
certainly be eternally happy, and associate with 
each other in their next state of existence, and know 
each other, and love each other, how could they 
willingly act towards each, in this world, wickedly, 
unmercifully, or unjustly ? They could not, they 
would not, 

Again, that disposition of soul called piety, which 
interests the heart to attend cheerfully to the will of 
God, which enables man to do good, to bear bur- 
dens, and to make sacrifices in reference to his 
will, is produced from a belief of his great love to 
man. If, says Jesus, any man love me he will keep 
my commandments. And this love springs from 
the belief that God loves all, and will have all to 
be saved, and that Christ gave himself a ransom 
Sor all. 

Fitthly. Of the civil advantages of the doctrine. 
At the time of the formation of man, God said that 
it was not good for him to be alone, he made him 
an help-meet, and the association was calculated to 
produce reciprocal happiness ; and so it is now with 
all mankind, in proportion to the reciprocity of 
love. Hence our Saviour said, Do unto others, as 
you would they should do to you. Be good to all, 
be merciful to all, and be just to all—love all, imi- 
tate the impartial love of God. This every believer 
in the doctrine of the universal love of God, and 
universal salvation of man, will endeavour to attend 
to, and will attend to it from choice ; but those who 
believe that God hates some, will hate those whom 
they may think he hates, and injure ihem also, if 
their feelings or interest lead them to it. Would 
one of the disciples of our Lord have said, “ Master, 
we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and he 
followeth not us and we forbade him, because he 
followeth aot us?” Or at another time, would they 
have asked the Saviour, if they should command fire 
to come down from heaven and consume men, if 
they had fully believed that the Saviour loved those 


Bat if 


people, as well as he did them? If these disciples 
and many others since, fully believed that whoso. 
ever should offend one of these little ones who be. 
lieved on Jesus, had better have a millstone hung 
about their necks and be cast into the sea, would 
they have offended them, as they have done, and 
now do? Wouid any offend a believer in the uni. 
versal doctrine, who may be said to be a true be 
liever in the Saviour of all men? No. 

If the apostie Paul had believed that the Chris. 
tians whom he so violently persecuted, were the 
objects of God’s love, and would be the glorified 
companions of his love, in the next state of exist 
ence, would he have persecuted them as he did: 
Would Paul in his turn have been so often perse- 
cuted, and at length put to death, for his love to, 
and his faith in the Redeemer, if his persecutors 
had fully believed that God was no respecter ot 
persons? Would the wicked Emperor of Rome, 
Nero, fifty-five years after Christ, have laid to the 
charge of the Christians the burning of Rome, and 
put so many thousands of them to death, if he had 
believed that these Christians would certainly be 
his happy and beautiful associates in those Elysian 
regions, to which men’s hopes aspire? No! Would 
the Christians, in the reign of Constantine the 
great, have been so fond of destroying so many 
thousands of the Pagans, if they had believed that 
these Pagans had mansions assigned them in the 
heavenly kingdom, as well as for themselves? | 
think not. Would the kings and governors of the 
Christian powers, at differeut times, have destroyed 
so many millions of the Jews, if they believed that 
God was the friend and Saviour of the Jews, as well 
as of the Christians and Gentiles? Would the 
popes of the Roman church, at different times, have 
sent out their bulls against their fellow-creatures, 
and destroyed such vast numbers of them with fire 
and sword, for professing to believe, and interpret 
the will of God respecting themselves, according 


they had believed that Christ would save all souls, 
let them believe what they might, and that souls 
were not saved by their belief, but by God ? Would 
John Calvin, one of the Protestant reformers, have 
put any one to death for believing differently from 
himself, if he had believed that it was the will of 
God to have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth, and that Christ had given 
himself a ransom for all? Surely not. Would the 
Roman Catholics in France and England, at differ- 
ent times, put to death so many thousands of Pro- 
testants, and many women and childien; if they 
had believed that God loved those Protestants as 
well as he did them, and that they were as sure of 
heaven? Or would the Protestants have acted the 
same bloody tragedy a few years afterwards? No: 
they would not, had they believed that God loved 
them, and that he would receive their souls into his 
heavenly kingdom, to be the glorified and loving 
companions of their murderers. 

Mankind would uot only have been innocent o! 
the crime of shedding so much blood, and of caus- 
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considerations, had they believed in the heavenly 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, but they would not 
have injured each other as they have done from 
»ther motives. Would any person willingly, and 
maliciously wound the feelings of a tellow-creature, 
if he believed dll would be saved ? Would any per- 
son injure the reputation of any, if he believed that 
God was their friend, and would vindicate their 
cause? Would detraction and slander, the scor- 
pions of the earth, be let loose, if all men believed 
that they were joint heirs of eternal glory? Would 
the cruelty and injustice of man torment his 
fellows, if all believed that they were brethren, 
and God was their common Father? Would one 
person cheat and ruin another, would they enslave 
and oppress each other, would they beat and mur- 
der each other, if they fully believed that they 
should associate with each other in great glory? 
No, they would not, they could not; but they 
would feel more love for, and act more tenderly 
towards each other, than the most affectionate na- 
tural brothers or sisters ever did. 

It is not, however, contended that all or any of 
such believers would feel or act perfectly right, in 
all points towards each other; it is conceded that 
under the influence of any belief, man will feel and 
act wrong, while associated with the flesh ; but the 
belief of his eternal redemption has great tendency 
to enable him to act above his earthly propensities, 
and to bear with the faults, and pity the frailties of 
his brethren, to make men bear each other’s bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of love. Those who be- 
lieve that “God is love,” and will make all men 
eternally happy, believe that he made man subject 
to vanity, not wantonly, but in hope of redemption ; 
and that the hope which is predicated on the Scrip- 
tures will be realized. While associated with the 
body, man will be, in some measure, under the in- 
fluence of this carnal mind, which is enmity to the 
law of God, still they believe that they shall be de- 
livered from this body of sin and death, be made 
holy, and of course eternally happy. 

Now if all mankind believed this, and felt this, 
would slaughtering armies go forth to destroy their 
fellow-creatures? No: war, bloodshed and carnage 
would cease, and harmony, love and universal peace 
would reign on earth amongst men. I fully believe, 
that if ever that millenium state of righteousness 
and peace, which is looked for, takes place on earth, 
it will be when all mankind believe that God our 
Saviour will bring all souls to a state of holiness and 
eternal happiness. 

Sixthly. Of the private and individual advan- 
tages of the belief of the doctrine of Universal Sal- 
vation, in life, and in death. Although the Almighty 
thought proper to drive our first parents out of the 
garden of Eden, to prevent their return, and to 
curse the ground for their sake, still he loved man, 
for he is love; yet man believes that he is hated of 
God, and that God is his enemy, and always will be, 
unless he suffers, or does something to reconcile 
God to him. To do away this false belief and un- 
happy feeling from man, the blessed God formerly 


loved him, and forgave his sins and transgressions. 
Sull, however, men generally believed that God 
hated them, was angry with them, of course they 
feared and were tormented. At length God was 
manifested in Christ, reconciling the world (the 
people) unto himself, by not umputing their wes- 
passes Unto them, and by making such an extraor- 
dinary display of his love to them, by giving his 
only Sou, to die on the cross, that whosoever be- 
lieved on him should not perish. He committed 
the words, or information, of reconciliation to the 
apostles, who did not fail to beseech men to be re 
conciled to God, by believing he loved them. Now 
had all the succeeding propagaters of the Gospel 
of the grace of God, represented God our Saviow 
in his true and loving character, as the apostles did, 
told the people that God was never reconciled to 
them, but always loved man, and always would, and 
to convince man that he did love him, be manifested 
himself in Christ, to reconcile man to him—had 
all the preachers of the Gospel declared this, it 
would indeed have been glad udings of great joy to 
all people ; and all people would have shared in the 
blessing. But the contrary course has been pur 
sued generally, by the popes of Rome, and all theu 
adherents to this day. They have represented the 
Almighty as the enemy of all men, except those 
who obtained and secured his favour by their own 
belief, or by their own actions; or that he has made 
a selection of a part of mankind betore they came 
into existence, whom he was determined to love and 
make eternally happy, without any regard to thei 
merits, and that he made the residue to be eternally 
miserable. 

Now every one must know that these representa- 
tions of the character and determination of God, 
have had an injurious effect on mankind. When 
the child grows to the age of moral reflection, he 
is induced by representations from the press, from 
the pulpit, and from conversation, to view his Ma- 
ker as an enemy, and conscious of having violated 
God’s law, which extends its requisitions to the 
thoughts of the heart, he then, as a natural conse- 
quence, hates God. The result of such a feeling is, 
that he is indifferent about knowing the will of the 
Almighty, for he believes that he cannot do it, and 
he buries his talent in the earth, or spends his sub- 
stance in riotous living and searches for pleasure 
among swine. He is unhappy for he is afraid of 
God. Should he believe, however, that he is des- 
tined by Giod’s decree to eternal misery, he becomes 
desperate ; but should he believe he is one of the 
elect, he too frequently becomes an arrogant sinner, 
believing he will not suffer for his crimes in this 
life, nor in the life to come. Those who believe 
God to be their enemy, generally believe that all 
the misfortunes which they meet with in life, are 
the results of his anger; much of the benevolence 
common tc man is extinguished by the influence o/ 
fear and hatred to God, and by Pharisaic presump- 
tion. The finest feelings of the soul are curbed— 
the exercise of laudable ambition is prevented, and 
genius is nipped in its bud. Not believing that 
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neighbour. Thus in general mankind live in fear 
and hatred of God, and each other, indulging in 
erimes, and suffering misery in this life, and are in 
dreadful bondage to the fear of death, which they 
believe will introduce their souls to eternal tor- 
ments in a hell of fire and brimstone. Although 
some people have no fear of going to hell them- 
selves, yet the fear that some of their children, or 
others whom they love tenderly will suffer, which 
makes them as miserable as if they feared for them- 
selves. Hence sickness of children, fills the parent, 
who does not believe in Universal Salvation, with 
great misery. O! says such, if my child should 
die, poor creature, it may go to Hell! This feeling 
is the torment of the human heart,—but the misery 
is augmented when parents contemplate the scene 
of the judgment of an assembled world, and behold 
their children wembling on the left hand of the 
stern Judge, to hear their dreadful doom pro- 
nounced, consigning them to interminable fire! 
This has made many a worthy man and woman go 
down to the grave in great sorrow. These fearful 
expectations are calculated to make parents often 
wish their children annihilated, and to cause them 
to be careless about their education, supposing that 
all their attention towards the improvement of their 
minds may be of no account, and that they are like- 
ly to be lost to them eternally. But if parents be- 
lieved that themselves and children were to be eter- 
nally happy together, and know and love each other, 
in a better world, what encouragements would they 
have to improve the minds of their offspring, know- 
ing that all the cultivation of mind, which their chil- 
dren would receive here, would not be lost, but 
would increase their felicity. What pleasure would 
they have in raising them, and with how much more 
resignation could they give them up to God their 
Divine Father, who would present them again, 
adorned with angelic beauty! The fear of death is 
needful to give sanction to penal laws for individual 
security and to preserve life, but this fear is only 
tormenting, when the fear of hell is superadded ; 
and those who obscure the true character of God, 
and exhibit a terrific one, are amenable for all the 
misery produced thereby. O that the true char- 
acter of God our Saviour should thus be hid from 
poor suffering man! 

The subject of the great advantages to be derived 
to man from believing the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, is so momentous, that I cannot attempt 
to note the half of its divine beauties ; yet hope to 
see it investigated thoroughly and exhibited in all 
its divine charms, and to know that it is embraced 
by all people, and then shall I know all will be hap- 
py. Even so Lord Jesus, Amen. 

D. G. 
Union District, (S. C.) May 27, 1825. 

Note—The writer of the above communication 
says, he has preached twenty-seven years, and until 
recently has been of the Baptist persuasion ; but is 
now a believer and preacher of the salvation of all 
men. To such an one it is not improper to say, 
Now thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren. ED. 


From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
PRACTICAL GODLINESS. 

After all that has been said concerning creeds 
and professions of faith, after the long controver- 
sies about orthodoxy and heterodoxy, after all the 
blood and fire and murder of persecution, chris. 
tianity is merely a splendid and illusive dream, un- 
less it free the heart from the dominion of bad pas- 
sions, or the indulgence of evil thoughts, and make 
the life holy, harmless, and full of active benevo. 
lence. When this is the case, when your heart 
testifies to the purifying influence of religion, and 
your life shows that the commands of God are not 
gtievous, should every church on earth exclude you 
from its communion, and every professing chris- 
tian denominate you a heretic, an infidel, a repro- 
bate, you may know that you are a disciple of Jesus, 
that God is your witness, and that your record is in 
the heavens. Under such trials, you can solace 
your desponding heart with the counsel of your 
Master, and remember you but drink of his cup and 
share in his reproach. Blessed are ye when men 
shall hate you, and when they shall separate you 
JSrom their company, and shall reproach you, and 
cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s 
sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for juy ; for 
behold, your reward is great in heaven. But should 
your heart be cold and your life immoral, and you 
disposed to exclude from the protection of God all 
who would not acknowledge the correctness of your 
faith, or worship your Diana, though every church 
on earth might receive you with open arms, and 
consider you orthodox and evangelical in the best 
sense of the terms, you would be a poor grace- 
hardened wretch, in the gall of bitterness and in 
the bonds of iniquity. Should troubles thicken and 
calamities fall upon you, the appellations ortho- 
dox and evangelical would not sustain your faint- 
ing heart, nor prevent the viper conscience froin 
gnawing your soul. 

We heuce discover that godliness is profitable in 
all seasons, and that the testimony of an approving 
heart is better than the plaudit of an assembled 
world. Pure religion, which lives in the soul as 
sun-light in the sky ; guards the young, the rich, 
and healthful against intemperate calculations for 
the future, warns them of the short and precarious 
continuance of present enjoyments, and makes them 
estimate their possessions, not according to their 
number or richness, but according to the use they 
have made of them. Christians of this stamp “date 
not the life which they have run, by the mean 
reckoning of the hours and days, which they have 
breathed. A life spent worthily should be measured 
by a nobler line, by deeds, not years. Though sink- 
ing in decrepit age, HE prematurely falls, whose 
memory records no benefit conferred by him on 
man. They only have lived long, who have lived 
virtuously.” But they, who declaim about godli- 
ness without giving hand or heart for its promotion, 
who rail against others more righteous than them- 
selves, and who claim all the learning and religion 
on earth, are the greatest detriment to the cause of 
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robbers, assassins and cut-throats, as their sancti- 
monious conduct has furnished the motive, the 
mask, and the impunity of guilt. Did christianity 
give no stronger evidence of its heavenly original 
than the conduct of. such people, it should be con- 
signed to eternal night and oblivion as the heaviest 
scourge that has ever darkened or desolated the 
earth. But we bless the Father of lights that his 
revelation is not of this hypocritical ana’ exclusive 
cast, but that it is fitted to sweeten the temper, ex- 
pand the intellect and assimilate man to his Crea- 
tor; and that all, who have felt the power of divine 
love on their hearts, exhibit its benign, its ennobling 
influence in their constant and joyful practice of 
godliness. It is equally apparent that the haughty, 
those who trust in themselves that they are righ- 
teous and despise others, are totally unwilling to 
submit to gospel discipline, though they claim to be 
the only saints on earth, the peculiar favourites of 
God. Such people as they, are ever ready to per- 
secute Christ’s true followers, would be just as 
eager to put him to death, as the chief priests and 
elders, were he now on earth, for they are exas- 
perated by goodness, as it manifests their character 
im strong contrast. 
—>>— 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

When the venerable Murray resided and preach- 
ed in Boston, a young man from the interior of 
Massachusetts, went into that town to establish 
himself in business. On leaving the paternal man- 
sion, the father who was a rigid Calvinistic Baptist, 
was above all things very particular in charging his 
son to beware of that dreadful Murray, and his 
more dreadful doctrine. Dr. Stillman was a great 
favourite of the father, though it seems he was not 
sufficiently acquainted with him to recognise his 
person. On Ais meeting, he charged the son to at- 
tend, and in Ais sentiments, to have implicit confi- 
dence ; adding, “ Go not near that Murray, on peril 
of your soul’s eternal destruction ; for his doctrine 
is the snare of satan.” 

When a person is prohibited in that which he 
sees free to others, a greater desire is generally 
created by the very prohibition, to know what the 
“forbidden fruit” can be. It was so with this young 
man. For some time he remembered and rigidly 
regarded the paternal injunction; but his curiosity 
increasing, the more he thought upon the subject, 
and considering “himself sage,” he at length ven- 
tured to hear Mr. Murray deliver a Lecture. The 
young man was much disappointed. He had ex- 
pected, according to the assurance of his father, to 
hear every thing bad; but nothing fell from the 
lips of the venerable speaker which was not, on 
the contrary, very good. So agreeable was his dis- 
appointment, that he renewed his attendance on 
Mr. Murray’s meeting; till at length he became a 
believer in the final restoration, and joined Mr. 
Murray’s society. 

The father, hearing of his son’s alteration in his 
views, harnessed his horse with all possible haste, 
and drove, like Jehu, into tewn. It was of a Satur- 
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day night that he arrived, and he hastened to aceuse 
his son of infidelity, and to warn him of his eternai 
danger. After considerable conversation, upon the 
subject of doctrines, which had the effect to make 
the enraged father a little more conciiiatory, it was 
agreed, on the morning of the Sabbath, that the 
father should attend the son’s meeting in the fore- 
noon; and in the afternoon, the son should attend 
his father’s. The son’s meeting was Mr. Murray's, 
and the father’s Dr. Stillman’s. Accordingly, at 
the proper time, they both set out for Mr. M.’s 
place of worship: but, as the father was a stranger 
in town, the son succeeded in conducting him to 
Dr. Stillman’s meeting, which, the former supposed 
all the while, to be Mr. Murray's. On returning 
from meeting, the young man inquired: “ Well, 
Sir, how did you like my minister ?” “O,” said the 
father, “he was most abominable; there was not a 
word of truth in all he said ;—Don't, I conjure you, 
go there again!” 

According to agreement, the son was to accom- 
pany the father in the afternoon. “ Now,” said the 
old man, “ we shall hear something from Stillman, 
by which I pray you may be benefited.” The son 
conducted him to Mr. Murray’s meeting. The 
father, supposing Mr. M.to be Dr. S. swallowed 
every word most eagerly, occasionally calling the 
attention of his son, to the animating speaker. After 
their return, the old man was again interrogated— 
“How did you like the discourse?” “Most excel- 
lently,” said the father. “That is what Icall the 
truth, the bread of life. If you would be wise, my 
son, atlend where we attended this afternoon, and 
believe the doctrine there preached—but beware of 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation ; it will ruin 
your soul.” : 

The son smiled at the prejudices of his father, 
saying, “How totally does prejudice blind us! 
This day, my parent, ‘I have caught you with 
guile.’ The sermon you heard in the morning, and 
which you so much abominated, was not delivered, 
as you supposed, by ‘that dreadful Murray,’ but by 
your idol Stillman. He it was, whom you have 
just charged me to avoid. And he, who preached 
this afternoon, whose doctrine you so eagerly swal- 
lowed, and so zealously extolled, was that very Mr. 
Murray, whom you so much despised. Henceforth, 
let us learn to abate the violence of our prejudices, 
and to condemn no man or his sentiments un- 
heard.” 

The above anecdote very happily illustrates the 
force of ungenerous prejudices, and it is hoped that 
its practical tendency may not be lost. 

—<j>_ - 
FRENCH PROPHETS. 

The French prophets first appeared in Dauphiny 
and Vivarais, in 1688, amounting to five or six hun- 
dred protestants of both sexes. Thousands of all 
tanks and conditions of life, soon became inspired ; 
but the major part of them were boys and girls, 
from six or seven, to twenty years old. They had 
fits of trembling and fainting, would stretch forth 
their limbs, and stagger-about till they fell. Some- 
times they beat themselves with their hands, or lay 














i3 GOSPEL HERALD. 


te 








‘pon the floor or ground with their eyes shut, and to 
ippearante, were in great agony. Coming to them- 
selves, they uttered all which their disturbed ima- 
sination had conceived ; that they had seen the re- 
ions of the invisible world and all its inhabitants ; 
the different mansions of the righteous and the 
wicked. When they were about to receive the spir- 
it of prophecy, they fell down, crying out for mercy, 
not only at meetings, but even athome. Their as- 
semblies consisted of not less than four or five hun- 
dred, and sometimes, of as many thousand persons. 
Their cries were, “Amend your lives ; repent ye ; 
the end of all things is athand.” They cried for 
mercy on themselves; but their imprecations against 
the Pope and his adherents, predicting destruction 
to their opposers, and all which they said and did, 
excited in the multitude, reverence and awe. 

In 1706, three or fou of the prophets went in the 
spirit to England, which spread in the same man- 
ner asin France, till the sect in London and its 
vicinity amounted to about three hundred ; and they 
had given no less than four hundred prophetic warn- 
ings. They proclaimed the near approach of the 
kingdom of God, and the prevalence of righteous- 
ness about to commence. They professed to an- 
nounce the grand Jubilee, the acceptable year of 
the Lord; and the accomplishment of those various 
scriptures, concerning the New Jerusalem, the first 
resurrection, &c. and asserted that this great change 
would be accomplished by spiritual arms only, pro- 
ceeding from the mouths of those who should be 
inspired ; and that this was their message would be 
proved by judgments from heaven on the wicked. 
That the extirminating angel would be sent forth to 
root up the tares; the works of men should be de- 
stroyed, and there remain but one Lord, one faith, 
one people and one heart in the world: all of which 
was to be fulfilled in three years. They also pre- 
tended to the gifts of languages, of discerning the 
intents of the heart, the gift of ministration, of con- 
veying the same spirit to others by the laying on of 
hands. To prove they were really inspired, those 
consummate fanatics-or pretended prophets boldly 
alleged their perfect joy in the Holy Ghost, and the 
unspeakable satisfaction they received in prayer and 
supplication. Ibid. 

——- 
TRACTS! TRACTS! TRACTS!!! 

Yesterday, July 7th, we had a heavy fall of rain 
at Utica, and the doors and windows were shut to 
prevent the ingress of the storm. To-day, the 
clouds being dispersed, and our house open for ven- 
tilation, in flew a tract at the front, and immediately 
after, one entered by the rear! Mercy! cried I, 
has there been a shower of tracts! Seizing one of 
them I soon became satisfied, that it could not have 
fallen frem the clouds; for it was too foul to be of 
heavenly origin. In a moment I recollected the 
establishment of an American tract society, which 
might be the cause of such an overflow in the mar- 
ket; that the venders, baffled to obtain a penny, 
might offer them gratis, and even intrude them on 
the inhabitants for the love of God and good of 
souls. 





These tracts contain any thing and every thing 
but common sense and the religion of Jesus. They 
answer in general to the description given in the 
circular, issued by the committee of the aforesaig 
society ; for none can read them without being 
fully persuaded, that total depravity lay at the origin 
of the whole concern. Alas! said I, is this the 
country of boasted liberty, where a man cannot 
breathe the wholesome air of heaven, without hay- 
ing pestilential tracts thrown in at his doors and 
windows, so highly flavorous of brimstone, that one 
accustomed to estimate things according to appear- 
ances, would suppose they had been thrown up by 
some volcanic eruption. Universalist. 

——- 
* PROVIDENTIAL. 


“The frame of a Unitarian Meeting House was 
raised in Northampton, Mass. on the 26th of June, 
and blown down the same day !”—W. Recorder. 


From the New-York Telescope, we learn that an 
orthodox Meeting-house in Stockbridge, Mass. has 
recently been consumed by fire. This was provi- 
DENTIAL! 


During the session of the Legislature a class of 
fanatical clergy got up no less than thirty-three pe- 
titions, to prevent travelling on Sunday, but thei 
sickly efforts were all completely defeated. This 
was also PROVIDENTIAL! 


Last year, prompted by the same overheated zeal, 
Secretary Yates, issued his bull, for the introduction 
of fanatical tracts into common schools; but the 
committee appointed by the Legislature to investi- 
gate the subject, pronounced the whole procedure 
an ASSUMED AUTHORITY, for which the Secretary 
was justly ceNsuRED. This wily scheme also failed. 
And this too was PROVIDENTIAL! 


The Presbyterians are now making desperate ef- 
forts to obtain a national establishment, but thei: 
overstrainings will excite an overwhelming oppo- 
sition in the patriotic hearts of all true American 
freemen, which will crown their unhallowed and 
tyrannical efforts with shame, and this will be still 
further PROVIDENTIAL. Universalist. 


—>—_-. 


NOTICE. 

The Subscriber will bind the Fifth Volame of the Gospe! 
Herald, in leather backs and corners, and letter the backs, 
for twenty-five cents per volume. The books can be left a' 
13 Spring-street, or 83 Cross-street. 

WILLIAM F. MURPHY 
—<— 
0 The Conditions of this Paper are 
ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE, 

Persons living in distant towns, if they will appoint ap agen', 
by forwarding § 5, he can receive 6 papers; and in the 
same ratio for a greater number, 

—>—- 

Just published, and for sale at this Office, a Sermon 
preached in the State Prison, in the city of New-York, by 
Nehemiah Dodge, Price One Shilling. 
aE A 
PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY, AT ONE 
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